Questions & Answers
Feb. 17, 2020
What is the Lift Station 87 Project?
The Lift Station 87 Project includes a new, above-ground 9.5 million gallon-per-day maximum
capacity lift station in Luke Wood Park at 1900 Mound Street. The new lift station will replace the
existing Lift Station 7 at 935 Pomelo Avenue. Wastewater flow will be redirected from Lift Station
7 to Lift Station 87 by a new gravity wastewater transmission main. Once operational, the Lift
Station 87 project will improve service and reliability for City of Sarasota customers and protect
the environment.
Why is the project needed?
Lift Station 7 is near the end of its useful life and has had a history of failures. The new lift station
and sewer mains will handle about one-third of the city’s wastewater flow and have been
designed to withstand the impacts of a Category 3 hurricane.
What changes were made to make Lift Station 87 more resilient?
The city decided that Lift Station 87 should be upgraded to withstand the impact of a Category 3
hurricane in order to keep Sarasota Memorial Hospital and other critical designated storm
shelters in operation after a storm event. The city directed McKim & Creed, the project engineer,
to bring critical equipment above ground to a height above the Category 3 storm surge elevation.
The city’s wastewater treatment plant is also built to withstand a Category 3 storm.
What is the status of construction?
Phase 1, which included successfully installing micro-tunnels under Hudson Bayou and Luke
Wood Park, was completed in June 2017. Phase 2, Lift Station 87 structure, began in late 2017 and
is scheduled to be completed in mid-2020. Phase 3, open cut pipeline installation, is scheduled to
begin in mid-2020 and be completed in March 2021.
Why has it taken so long to see progress of the Lift Station 87 structure?
Much progress was made at Lift Station 87, but it was hidden from view for months. Crews
worked 50 feet underground for more than a year constructing the concrete wetwell at the Lift
Station 87 site in Luke Wood Park. In September 2019, construction of the two-story brick lift
station building began over top of the wetwell and continues to rise.
Why is Osprey Avenue being closed this summer?
The city is scheduled to temporarily close Osprey Avenue in June 2020 to make utility connections
at South Osprey Avenue and Lincoln Drive. As this work is being completed, crews will begin
excavating Osprey Avenue south of Lincoln Drive to install sewer mains. Osprey Avenue is
anticipated to be closed to through traffic from Bay Street to Bahia Vista Street from June 2020
through March 2021.
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How will traffic be maintained during the closure?
The project team will develop a proposed traffic and detour plan that maintains safe traffic flow.
The plan will use input we received during the previous closure. It will direct traffic to Mound
Street/US 41 to avoid neighborhoods. The plan will also deter traffic from taking shortcuts
through neighborhoods, address pedestrian detours and sidewalk closures, and identify access
to businesses on Osprey Avenue.
What is involved in Phase 3 construction?
For Phase 3, the contractor will install a 24-inch diameter gravity wastewater pipeline by open
cut along Alta Vista Street and Osprey Avenue. Crews will replace aging ductile iron and asbestos
cement pipe, install new reclaimed water mains, and replace any storm sewers that are disrupted.
New curbs, sidewalks, and drainage improvements are included in the project corridor.
Along Pomelo Avenue and Pomelo Place, crews will install an 8-inch diameter gravity sewer by
open cut and replace water mains with larger pipes to improve fire flow protection. New
reclaimed water mains will be installed in the area.
Once pipelines are installed, wastewater flow will be diverted to Lift Station 87, then Lift Station
7 will be demolished and the site returned to a park-like setting. Roadways will be fully restored
once pipelines are installed.
What should residents expect during Phase 3 construction?
Those living along Alta Vista Street, Osprey Avenue, Pomelo Avenue and Pomelo Place can
expect active construction in the neighborhood. Residents can expect heavy machinery and crews
working in the neighborhood Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and Saturdays, 9:00
a.m. to 5 p.m. Emergency work or unforeseen conditions could extend work hours. A few days
before construction begins, shallow wells will be installed and pumped continuously to dewater
the areas to be excavated. Crews will then use heavy equipment to remove the existing asphalt,
excavate trenches, install pipe segments and backfill the trenches. Temporary drivable surfaces
will be placed, then all disturbed roadways will be repaved and restriped.
How will you maintain access to homes and businesses during construction?
The project team heard resident concerns for maintaining access to homes during phase 3
construction. We are addressing those concerns by 1) Limiting the contractor to impacting no
more than 200 feet of roadway at a time. This limitation means that construction should only
impact up to four or six houses (on both sides of a road) at a time. 2) When construction is directly
in front of a home or business, the contractor will identify alternate parking areas within the
construction zone (no remote, off-site parking). Temporary parking could be in the closed section
of Osprey Avenue or along the south side of Pomelo Place. 3) While vehicle access may be limited
at times, the contractor will be required to maintain ADA-compliant pedestrian access to
residents’ homes, so residents can walk to their front doors.
Will there be night or weekend construction?
Crews are permitted to work Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., but barring any unforeseen
circumstances, no night or Sunday work is anticipated in Phase 3.
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Will there be a lot of vibration from machinery during this construction?
Some vibration from the machinery may be felt in nearby homes and businesses. To reduce
vibration, the City is requiring the contractor to bring in clean fill material, which is easier to
compact. The contractor will take pre- and post- construction photos and videos, and
strategically locate vibration monitors in the construction zone for the duration of construction.
Those monitors send real-time alerts if vibration exceeds a certain level.
Will my water or sewer service be interrupted?
There may be temporary, short-term service interruptions along the pipeline route as new
wastewater service lines are installed from homes to the new sewer main. Residents will be
notified in advance of anticipated interruptions by door hanger.
Will mail and package delivery or garbage/recycling pick-up be interrupted during
construction?
No. The city is requiring that the contractor work closely with homeowners and businesses to so
that deliveries and city services continue without interruption.
Will properties be restored to their original condition if disrupted during this project?
The city project manager and contractor will work closely with property owners to minimize
impacts to private property. Any private property that is disturbed, such as driveways or
mailboxes, plants, irrigation lines or other items in the right-of-way, will be replaced in-kind.
Storm sewers that are disrupted will be replaced, and roads will be fully restored curb‐to‐curb at
the end of pipeline installation.
Will you have to trim any trees in resident’s yards?
We understand that trees add to our quality of life and will continue to protect trees in your
neighborhood. The city's arborist has assisted the project team through planning and design,
and will work closely with us during Phase 3 construction to help protect trees. If tree trimming
is necessary in certain areas, the team will follow the City arborist requirements for tree care
and preservation.
Will emergency services, like the Fire Department, know about the closures?
Emergency services will be notified by the city in advance of detours and lane closures.
Who can I contact if I have questions or concerns about my property?
A city employee, in an orange hardhat, will be on the construction site every day to address any
resident questions or concerns. Utility department employees and McKim & Creed staff members
are also on site at the construction field office, 824 S. Osprey Ave.
Where can I get updates on the project?
Updates are posted on the project website, www.liftstation87.com, and residents can call the
project information line, 941-356-8071. You may also join the City’s e-subscribers list and follow
it on Twitter.
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